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Make a vintage-inspired 
button-front skirt without 
a pattern! This cute design 
can be made for ANY size, 
from child to adult! Watch 
my YouTube tutorial to see 
how it’s done. You can find 
the coordinating top by 
subscribing to our Patreon 
at www.patreon.com/
gertiesworld.

xoxo, Gertie

MATERIALS  
& NOTIONS

•  4¼ yds skirt fabric (you 
may need more or less 
depending on the size and 
fullness you’re making) 

•  1-in buttons (I used eight 
for the denim skirt and one 
for the polka dot overskirt)

•  Thread to match your 
fabric

•  1 yd fusible interfacing 
(look for lightweight 
woven or tricot types)

FABRIC NOTES

We recommend light- to 
medium-weight fabrics like 
cotton lawn, poplin, sateen, 
seersucker, lightweight 
denim, twill, and canvas; and 
linen and linen blends.

SEWING INSTRUCTIONS

NOTES: This style can be made for any size child or adult, as long as you know 
the waist measurement, how long you want the skirt, and how full you want the 
skirt. I used 4 yards of width, which results in a big, full skirt with lots of gathers 
packed in. You can easily use a shorter yardage of fabric if you prefer fewer 
gathers or you’re making the skirt for a smaller person or child. 

Seam Finishing: all raw edges are fully enclosed in the construction process, so 
there is no need for seam finishing. 

5/8-inch (in) (1.5 cm) seam allowances are included on all pattern pieces, except 
where otherwise noted.

CUT YOUR SKIRT PIECES

1. Cut the skirt rectangle: the width should be your desired fullness (mine is 
4 yards) plus 6 in for the doubled front overlap/facing. The length should be 
your desired length, plus 6 in for the hem allowance, plus 5/8 in for the waist seam 
allowance.

Waistband rectangle
Cut 1 fabric, 1 Interfacing

Length: 
waist measurement

+
1 in ease

+
1½ in overlap

+
1¼ in seam allowance

Height:
3 in

+
1¼ in seam 
allowances

Skirt rectangle
Cut 1 fabric

Width: 4 yards (or your desired fullness) + 6 in for front overlap

Length:
27 in. 

(or your 
desired length)

+
6 in hem allowance

+
⅝ in waist seam

9 in

8 in

Pocket
rectangle

Cut 2 fabric,
2 lining

Skirt hem: Turn up 3 in and then turn up again. Edgestitch.

Skirt front facings:
turn in 1½ in and 
then turn in again. 
Edgestitch.

Gather upper edge of skirt between front facings.

Pocket placement: 12½ in up from 
bottom, 16 in in from front facings.

2. Cut the waistband rectangle 
and interfacing: the length of the 
waistband should be your waist 
measurement (measure at the 
smallest part of the torso), plus  
1 in for ease, plus 1½ in for an 
overlap, plus 1¼ in for seam 
allowances. The waistband height 
should be 3 in (for a 1½-in-wide 
finished waistband) plus 1¼ in for seam allowances.  
Cut your interfacing to the same dimensions 

3. Cut pocket rectangles: cut two rectangles that are 8 in wide 
and 9 in tall. Cut again in lining fabric. 

Waistband rectangle
Cut 1 fabric, 1 Interfacing

Length: 
waist measurement

+
1 in ease

+
1½ in overlap

+
1¼ in seam allowance

Height:
3 in

+
1¼ in seam 
allowances

Skirt rectangle
Cut 1 fabric

Width: 4 yards (or your desired fullness) + 6 in for front overlap

Length:
27 in. 

(or your 
desired length)

+
6 in hem allowance

+
⅝ in waist seam

9 in

8 in

Pocket
rectangle

Cut 2 fabric,
2 lining

Skirt hem: Turn up 3 in and then turn up again. Edgestitch.

Skirt front facings:
turn in 1½ in and 
then turn in again. 
Edgestitch.

Gather upper edge of skirt between front facings.

Pocket placement: 12½ in up from 
bottom, 16 in in from front facings.

Waistband rectangle
Cut 1 fabric, 1 Interfacing

Length: 
waist measurement

+
1 in ease

+
1½ in overlap

+
1¼ in seam allowance

Height:
3 in

+
1¼ in seam 
allowances

Skirt rectangle
Cut 1 fabric

Width: 4 yards (or your desired fullness) + 6 in for front overlap

Length:
27 in. 

(or your 
desired length)

+
6 in hem allowance

+
⅝ in waist seam

9 in

8 in

Pocket
rectangle

Cut 2 fabric,
2 lining

Skirt hem: Turn up 3 in and then turn up again. Edgestitch.

Skirt front facings:
turn in 1½ in and 
then turn in again. 
Edgestitch.

Gather upper edge of skirt between front facings.

Pocket placement: 12½ in up from 
bottom, 16 in in from front facings.

https://www.patreon.com/gertiesworld
https://www.patreon.com/gertiesworld
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SEW THE SKIRT 

1. Sew the hem and facings: turn hem allowance under 3 in, and then another 3 in so it is doubled. Press and pin in 
place. Turn under the front vertical edges 1½ in and then another 1½ in for a doubled front facing. Press and pin in 
place. Edgestitch hem and then facings. 

2. Sew the pockets: pin pockets RS together with pocket linings. Stitch with a ¼-in seam allowance, leaving a 3-in 
opening at the bottom edge of the pocket. Turn RS out, poke out corners, and press flat. 

3. Sew pockets to skirt: pin pockets in place on skirt. I placed mine 12½ in up from the lower hem and 16 in from 
each vertical front edge. Pin in place and edgestitch around pocket (leaving upper edge open). Leave a flap if desired 
by only stitching up one outer vertical side of pocket part-way. 

Waistband rectangle
Cut 1 fabric, 1 Interfacing

Length: 
waist measurement

+
1 in ease

+
1½ in overlap

+
1¼ in seam allowance

Height:
3 in

+
1¼ in seam 
allowances

Skirt rectangle
Cut 1 fabric

Width: 4 yards (or your desired fullness) + 6 in for front overlap

Length:
27 in. 

(or your 
desired length)

+
6 in hem allowance

+
⅝ in waist seam

9 in

8 in

Pocket
rectangle

Cut 2 fabric,
2 lining

Skirt hem: Turn up 3 in and then turn up again. Edgestitch.

Skirt front facings:
turn in 1½ in and 
then turn in again. 
Edgestitch.

Gather upper edge of skirt between front facings.

Pocket placement: 12½ in up from 
bottom, 16 in in from front facings.

4. Gather skirt: using a 4-mm- to 5-mm-long gathering stitch, sew two lines of stitching along the skirt waist edge, 
between front facings. Sew the first using a ½-in-wide (1.3-cm) seam allowance and the second using a ¼-in-wide 
(6-mm) seam allowance. Mark the skirt center back. Pull up bobbin threads from each side toward the center back to 
gather skirt.

5. Sew waistband to skirt: fold interfaced waistband in half lengthwise and press. Fold under 5/8 in seam allowance 
on one long edge. Pin waistband’s opposite edge to skirt and adjust gathers. Waistband will extend 5/8 in past skirt 
overlap edge. Stitch. Grade seam allowances. Fold waistband RS together at short ends and stitch across short ends. 
Trim corners. Turn waistband RS out and press waistband seam allowance over skirt waist seam. Edgestitch around 
entire waistband from RS. 

6. Sew buttonholes on right half of skirt opening: mark buttonhole placement on fabric RS and sew buttonholes 
following your machine’s buttonhole instructions. 

7. Sew buttons to left half of skirt opening to correspond to buttonholes. 

Enjoy your finished Picnic Skirt!
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